
2022 Referendum Guide
VOTE NOVEMBER 8

CHISHOLM PUBLIC SCHOOL

Our current Operating Levy expires next year, and our facilities are  
in desperate need of repair. Please learn about our referendum and vote on  

or before November 8.           Adrian Norman, Superintendent



POINTS OF  
BLUESTREAK PRIDE

STABLE
Chisholm Public Schools currently has an enrollment of 675 students.  
Our enrollment has been steady and well above the regional average. 

INNOVATIVE
Our SMART lab is fully operational, and Robotics and E-Sports teams  
were added last year.

CAREER & COLLEGE READY
In partnership with local and regional businesses, our students get  
real-world experience in a variety of internship opportunities.

ENTREPRENEURIAL
Each Friday at the High School, the Transitions Class runs a small  
business making and delivering hot, fresh cookies.

OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE
Administration has a new strategic plan and robust curriculum 
review cycle.
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Dear Chisholm Residents: 

WE ARE BLUESTREAK PROUD
This brochure is full of details about what makes our schools great, what’s new, what’s  
in the future, and what we need from you to keep showing our Bluestreak Pride. 

WHAT DOES ANSWERING TWO QUESTIONS DO FOR THE SCHOOLS?
We need you to vote on two referendum questions on Election Day, Nov. 8, or by absentee ballot  
up until Nov. 7. 

Question 1: Voting yes will renew the voter-approved Operating Levy to continue  
programs and student services.

Question 2: Voting yes to this Bond Referendum will create one new E-6 school,  
improve high school athletics/activities spaces and improve infrastructure.

WHAT WILL IT COST?
•  IF QUESTION 1 PASSES, it won’t cost taxpayers more. If the levy does not pass, we’ll face some 

tough decisions, including filling a $200,000 annual budget hole. 

•  IF QUESTION 2 PASSES, the owner of a $100,000 home, the average home value in Chisholm, 
could expect major deferred maintenance needs to be addressed at the High School and a New E-6 
Elementary School, along with other needed items in the district. Read on for more information.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO SUPPORT CHISHOLM’S STRONG FUTURE?
Vote on Nov. 8 or cast an absentee ballot by Nov. 7.

Sincerely, 
Chisholm Public Schools Board of Education

Robert Rahja, Chairperson  
Cindy Rice, Treasurer 
Shelly Lappi 
Jaclyn Corradi Simon  
Danielle Randa Sauter 
Mark Casey

OUR FUTURE IS STRONG



ADDRESSING DESPERATE  
FACILITIES ISSUES
Chisholm Public Schools is facing significant maintenance challenges in our school buildings, which are 
over 100 years old, and we do not have the financial means to continue to make emergency repairs.

Facilities are in desperate need of repair. The list of necessary repairs far exceeds our annual and  
long-term facilities maintenance funding.

SUMMARY DOESN’T DO JUSTICE TO THE NEEDS
After a tour, a visitor recently said, “photos and text just don’t tell the whole story -  
you really have to see it, hear it, and smell it to understand the magnitude of the  
challenges our facilities face.”

KEY FACILITY NEEDS
•  Ventilation & temperature  

control issues
• Lack of dehumidification 
• Gym doubles as cafeteria

• Undersized kitchen & storage areas
• Basement flooding
• Flooring needs replacement
• Lack of developed field space

KEY FACILITY NEEDS
•  More secure entrance
•  Kitchen/cafeteria also serve  

high school
•  Parent pick-up/drop-off on  

city street

• Students must cross street to access playground
•  Limited ventilation systems & lack of  

dehumidification
•  Plumbing systems & building envelope  

need upgrades

KEY FACILITY NEEDS
•  No adjacent field space for  

athletics, activities & phys ed
•  Swimming pool too small for 

competitions

•  No dedicated kitchen/cafeteria
•  Needed improvements to plumbing systems,  

building envelope, boiler system, temperature  
control & flooring/windows in classrooms

VAUGHAN STEFFENSRUD SCHOOL 
YEAR BUILT: 1958   •   GRADES SERVED: PREK-3

CHISHOLM ELEMENTARY 
YEAR BUILT: 1913   •   GRADES SERVED: 4-6

CHISHOLM HIGH SCHOOL 
YEAR BUILT: 1924   •   GRADES SERVED: 7-12

ESTIMATED DEFERRED MAINTENANCE: $7 million

ESTIMATED DEFERRED MAINTENANCE: $18 million

ESTIMATED DEFERRED MAINTENANCE: $17.5 million
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CURRENT OPERATING LEVY  
EXPIRES IN 2024
Our voter-approved operating levy provides funding for learning – teachers, curriculum,  
technology, etc., and this funding is not permitted to be used for facilities.

Without the renewal, the Chisholm Public Schools will lose $200,000 per year in funding.  
Loss of levy dollars will result in reduced programs and services for students.

The District has added student support, mental health, technology support, and curriculum 
coordinators - paid for with one-time COVID Relief/ESSER Funding. The operating levy will 
continue this important work.

WANT TO SEE  
MORE?

Log on to our website 
Bluestreakpride.org to see more photos 

and videos of our current facilities.
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WHAT IS THE PLAN?   
IT’S RIGHT-SIZED.

After a months-long facility planning and community engagement process, the school district will  
ask voters to support an operating levy renewal and a bond referendum for new facilities in the  
November 8 General Election.

QUESTION 1: Renew the voter-approved operating levy at the current rate to continue  
programs and student services.

QUESTION 2: Bond levy to create a “right-sized” facility that will shed excess classroom square  
footage by building a new E-6 elementary school attached to the high school and improve  
high school athletics and activities spaces and infrastructure. 

DID YOU KNOW?
 • District is operating significantly under capacity at 44% at Chisholm Elementary. 
 • New E-6 building would save about $310,000 in operations costs annually.

The high school has good bones – ventilation and other renovations are wise  
investments. The elementary school has served its purpose and should be retired. 

Adrian Norman, Superintendent

Right-Sized Request:
$32 million to build a new elementary  

school and complete long-term  
maintenance at the high school.

$60 million: 
Cost to complete maintenance and  
renovations to provide 21st century  

learning spaces.

$32 million: 
The limit of Chisholm’s bonding  

capacity by state law.
Rejected by Community Task Force - too expensive.

Long-term  
maintenance needs:

Vaughan - $7 million
Elementary - $18 million

High School - $17.5 maillion
Just completing maintenance is more  
expensive than our bonding authority.

$79 million:
Cost to build a new  

elementary and high school
Rejected by Community Task Force - too expensive.

Right-Sized Request:
$32 million to build a new elementary  

school and complete long-term  
maintenance at the high school.



HOW WILL OPERATING LEVY 
FUNDS BE SPENT? PRUDENTLY.
The operating levy funds will be used to fund programs and  
services for students:

• Student support  • Technology support
• Mental health support  • Curriculum coordinators

HOW WILL BOND REFERENDUM 
FUNDS BE SPENT? 
New facilities will increase educational opportunities for all learners, increase  
operational efficiency, and create a safe learning environment, all on one campus.

The bond referendum will fund facility improvements to ensure  
Bluestreak Pride continues in Chisholm; including:

• Build a new E-6 elementary school connected to the high school
•  Address major long-term maintenance needs at the high school  

(high school athletics and activities spaces and infrastructure)
• Close and demolish two existing elementary schools.

DID YOU KNOW?
This facility plan maintains the existing high school  
gymnasium and auditorium as school/community treasures.
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Public Schools
CHISHOLM

MAIN ENTRANCE WITH    
PROPOSED ADDITION
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MAIN ENTRANCE WITH    
PROPOSED ADDITION



10     Bluestreak Pride 

Public Schools
CHISHOLM

PRE K-6 CONCEPT PLAN DRAFT  
QUESTION #2

EXISTING 
HIGH SCHOOL

PROPOSED 
2-STORY 

ADDITION
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WHAT WILL IT COST ME? 

QUESTION #1

Operating  
Referendum Renewal.  

No additional  
tax dollars.

BOND  
REFERENDUM

QUESTION #2

$22.83/monthly or $274.01/annually  
tax increase for the owner of a $100,000  

home (the median - or average -  
home value in Chisholm)

ZERO INCREASE

homes, businesses, or farms *Average home value in the Chisholm area. 
According to St. Louis County records.

$23/mo

on a $100,000  
home*

The Tax Impact for the two questions is less than A FRIDAY NIGHT FAMILY PIZZA DINNER

MONTHLY TAX IMPACT ON THREE HOME VALUES

ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE QUESTION 1 QUESTION  2 

$75,000.00  $0  $14.31 

$100,000.00  $0 $22.83  

$200,000.00  $0 $57.50 

$100,000 is the average home value in the Chisholm area.

*St. Louis County records.

The School Building Bond Agricultural tax credit (AG2School) is a  
70% tax break on the cost of existing, proposed, and future school construction 
bond issues automatically applied to your property tax bill if you own ag land.
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HOW DOES THE COMMUNITY   
BENEFIT FROM STRONG 
SCHOOLS?
Good school facilities are important to our neighbors who own a business or work at area companies,  
as well as to families considering a move to our community. Strong schools help support a strong  
and vibrant community.

Ensure continued LOCAL educational, enrichment and athletic opportunities for all children and  
families who learn in Chisholm.

DOES THE QUALITY OF SCHOOLS REALLY AFFECT PROPERTY VALUES?
Yes. According to a National Alliance of Business report, “The second most often cited reason for a  
business selecting a particular location is the quality of the schools.” Good schools are also shown  
to attract and retain families. A community that attracts families and businesses tends to have a  
stronger tax base, higher home values, and a tax burden that is spread more widely. 

HOW WILL STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM UPDATED FACILITIES?
• Improved educational space designed for flexibility and collaborative learning 
• Increased security with protected student/staff/visitor entrances 
•  Increased safety for students being picked up/dropped off with infrastructure  

that separates cars and buses.
• Facilities that comply with codes and regulations 
• Improved accessibility for those with disabilities 
• Adequate onsite parking 
• More efficient operations 
•  New kitchen and cafeteria that is accessible to all students without  

walking outside

Passage of the bond referendum on November 8 will allow new facilities to  
be open to students, families, staff and community members Fall 2025.
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WHAT IF THE REFERENDUM  
IS NOT RENEWED?
WITHOUT A RENEWAL OPERATING LEVY, 
the district would lose $200,000 per year in funding beginning  
in 2024; this would lead to a reduction of programs and services  
for students. The district is seeking voter approval of this  
operating levy a year before it expires so that it can try again  
in 2023 if it fails this year. Due to the general election this year,  
a greater number of voters are likely to participate in this year’s  
referendum than next year in a special election.

IF THE BOND REFERENDUM FAILS…
There is no plan B!
Facility issues could force Chisholm Public Schools to find alternative sites in which to hold school  
OR District leaders will be forced to consider consolidation. 

 CONSOLIDATION IS NOT A REALISTIC OPTION
 • Consolidation is an option our district and board carefully considered. 
 • Neighboring districts do not have the capacity to serve students at the lower grade levels.
 •   If Chisholm Public Schools chose to consolidate with a neighboring school district, Chisholm  

residents would pay more property taxes than if the referendum is approved. 

Damage from leaks and deterioration of steam  
heat piping at elementary.

Original elementary roof trusses have  
structural limitations.



WHERE AND WHEN DO I VOTE?
VOTE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8. POLLS ARE OPEN 7 A.M. – 8 P.M.

VOTE EARLY BY MAIL
You can vote early with an absentee ballot September 23- November 7.  
Fill out an absentee ballot request form at the Minnesota Secretary of State’s  
website and follow instructions.

VOTE EARLY IN-PERSON
Chisholm City Hall, 316 W Lake St, Chisholm, MN 55719 
In-person absentee voting hours October 31-November 7: 

6:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday
7:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Friday

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Saturday

Monday, November 7 voting hours: 6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

ELECTION DAY VOTING ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Find your polling place: https://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
Polls are open 7:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 2022 REFERENDUM
Website: BluestreakPride.org

Facebook: facebook.com/chisholmmn695 

Email: Superintendent Adrian Norman anorman@chisholm.k12.mn.us 

Phone: 218-421-4322

14   Bluestreak Pride 



SAMPLE BALLOT
SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 1 

RENEWAL OF EXPIRING REFERENDUM REVENUE AUTHORIZATION
The School Board of Independent School District No. 695 (Chisholm Public School District), Minnesota, has 

proposed to renew the school district’s existing property tax referendum authorization of $251.38 per pupil 
which is scheduled to expire after taxes payable in 2023. The proposed referendum revenue authorization 

would be first levied in 2023 for taxes payable in 2024 and would be applicable for  
ten (10) years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.

Shall the renewal of the expiring property tax referendum proposed by the Board of Independent 
 School District No. 695 (Chisholm Public School District) be approved? 

  BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING TO EXTEND 
  AN EXISTING PROPERTY TAX REFERENDUM THAT IS SCHEDULED TO EXPIRE.

  PASSAGE OF THIS REFERENDUM EXTENDS AN EXISTING OPERATING  
  REFERENDUM AT THE SAME AMOUNT PER PUPIL AS IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 2 
APPROVAL OF GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL BUILDING BONDS

Shall the School Board of Independent School District No. 695 (Chisholm Public School District), Minnesota,  
be authorized to issue general obligation school building bonds in an amount not to exceed $32,000,000,  

for the purpose of providing funds for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities?

  BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION,  
  YOU ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.

 Bonds are for buildings: renovations and new construction.

Your taxes will not increase from previous years. Chisholm voters  
previously authorized the district to collect about $200,000 from all  
district  property taxpayers annually.

YES

NO

YES

NO

If the referendum is not approved, the district has one more year to pass 
an operating levy before it would have to cut $200,000 from its budget.

Replaces the Vaughan and the elementary school with a new E-6 
elementary school, fixes long-term maintenance issues at the high school.
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